
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

7 September, 2011 – 30 September, 2011

Item 3: Otterburn Festival – Future events: I have spoken to Wesley Turnbull briefly but he has been very busy in recent 
weeks. He advises he will call me before the meeting and I will provide an update on progress Tuesday evening.

Item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: I have attempted to contact Cuthbertsons 
for an update on progress of the conveyance of the footpath to Otterburn Mill.  Unfortunately again I have not had a 
response however I will update the meeting should they return before Tuesday. 

Item 3c: Otterburn Hall footpaths - Update: I spoke to Alex Bell (NCC) today who advised that John McErlane has 
returned from sick leave although only working a few days a week presently. Alex is unsure of any progress or contact from 
Otterburn Hall solicitors but will ask John to call me with an update when he is next in, Tuesday 4th.

Item 3d: Funding for Children’s play area: Following the September’s meeting I have returned to Vicky Crofton of NCC 
for clarification on several points from her email regarding the criteria of dwellings that generate funding towards the 
Children’s play area.  Unfortunately despite two emails to her and a phone call message left I have as yet to receive a 
response however will update the meeting if she does return to me before Tuesday’s meeting.

Item 3e: Employment of maintenance person for ‘odd’ jobs within the Parish: I have spoken to the Parish Clerk in 
Elsdon to determine whether the Parish Council would be interested in also employing someone on an ‘ad-hoc’ basis to 
undertake various tasks throughout the village. Elsdon already have someone that they call upon in such circumstances who 
lives in the village.  Roger Bowlan would be more than happy to provide contact details should you wish to approach the 
person they employ.  I have left a message as well emailed the Parish Clerk of Corsenside and Rochester but as yet not 
received a response.  

Item 3f: Otterburn Footpath Trail – overgrown footpath: Tony Derbyshire (NCC) and I have left messages with one 
another on the state and repair of parts of the trail and should we manage to talk before the meeting I will provide an update 
from him.

Item 3g: Millennium Green – maintenance and social event: A list of jobs requiring attention at the green will be 
provided and you will be asked to consider the prioritisation and how the Parish Council should progress with undertaking 
these tasks.

Item 3h: Local Transport Plan (LTP) Programme 2012-13: I have submitted the Parish Council request for this year. 
Two items were listed. Moving the 30 MPH flashing sign at the Rochester end of the village further into the village (around 
the junction with Snaith’s suggested). Additionally an urgent request has been made for consideration of a crossing over the 
A696 at about Percy Arms to help, in particular, school children crossing the road after being dropped off by the bus.

Item 4b: Payment to HMRC of Parish Clerk income tax: Following new rules introduced April 2011 PAYE must be 
paid at source for Parish Clerks. Hence this has been deducted from the monthly salary and remains in the Parish Council 
bank account. With agreement of HMRC this can be paid quarterly and the last three months payment is required to be with 
HMRC by 18 October. 

Item 4c: Payment of an invoice to Chris Mowatt: You will asked to approve the payment of an invoice for £50.00 for the 
cutting of the grass on two occasions at ‘The Green’, Willow Green during September.

Item 4d: Budgets – Finance review and forecast: I have provided a copy of the latest budget spend and forecast for the 
current year.  You will be asked to consider the commitments and priorities the Parish Council should make, in particular, 
towards donations as well as provision for potential employment of maintenance person, snow clearing equipment and 
repairs to both Millennium Green and the Children’s play area.

Item 4e: Reimbursement of payment for ink cartridge: You will asked to approve the reimbursement of £25.79 for the 
payment by the Parish Clerk for an ink cartridge.

Item 4f: Donation request from St John’s Church: I have received a request for a donation to assist towards the Church 
running costs and in particular maintenance of the clock and church yard.

Item 4g: Payment of Cuthbertsons fees for the conveyance of ‘The Green’ Willowgreen: It was agreed at the last 
meeting that the Parish Council would delay the payment of this invoice as it was advised by Cuthbertsons the second 
conveyance was very close to completion.  There is now a desire to have sight of the title deeds and hence you will be asked 
to approve the payment of the invoice for £514.40 so that I can request the deeds to be sent as soon as possible.

Item 5a: 11/01664/FUL: Construction of new portal framed agricultural barn: Gironsfield, Tower Lane, Otterburn, 
Northumberland: I received the planning application for the above that required response before the next meeting.  Having 
received approval from the Councillors I have returned to NCC with this message.
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Item 6a: Responsibility for local services from April 2012: I have received a report from NCC regarding the provision of 
services from April 2012 including such things as grass cutting, public lavatories, bus shelters and litter bins.  I have shared 
this with you and you will be asked to consider the impact as well as any action the Parish Council should take. 

Item 6b: ‘The Green’, Willow Green – Future use:  The present agreement with Chris Mowatt of cutting the ‘The Green’ 
twice a month has ended in September. Longer term ideas have included the planting of shrubs in the centre and you will be 
asked to consider the potential need for the grass to be cut again in October as well as agreement on the longer term plans 
for the area.

Item 6c: Plans to keep footpaths clear of snow in the village:  I have undertaken some research into equipment for 
clearing snow off the pavements in the village. I will share the findings as well as associated costs. You are asked to consider 
ideas how the Parish Council can help to maintain clear ‘key’ footpaths in the village in the event of snowfall this winter.

Item 6d: Maintenance of children’s play area – swing seats: I have received a quote from Wickstead for the replacement 
of two swing seats in the Children’s play area. These are £32.00 + VAT plus carriage of £11.50.  You will be asked to 
consider the purchase of these items and / or other areas needing attention following the RoSPA inspection.

Item 6g: Cllr Holden retirement and cooption of additional member: It is with sadness that I report Cllr Holden has 
decided to retire from the Parish Council. A long standing member of the Parish Council he has served the village excellently 
and will be very much missed.  The Chair will provide details of plans to Coopt an additional member to the Council.

Martin Chilvers 30 September, 2011
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